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MEMORIAL
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driver on FM 350 South.
“It was an honor to be Cole’s government instructor,” Debra Jenke
said. Jenke teaches dual credit government classes for Angelina College
Polk County Center where she also
serves as director. Each year when
her senior students are studying the
rights and responsibilities of citizens,
she emphasizes the importance of
giving back to one’s community by
having her students complete a service project.

VOTING
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mayor’s seat and two council
seats will be on the ballot for
the regular election. There
are three people running for
a full term as mayor. They are
James W. Arnett, Paul Laverty and Bart Goldsmith. There
are three people running for
two full-term seats on the
council. Those running are
T.D. Jennings, Curtis Dickens and Kevin Arnett. The
special called election is to
fill a vacant unexpired term,
left vacant following the resignation of Carl Cruse. There
are two people running for
the unexpired term. They are

“We batted around several ideas,
and this is what they wanted to do.
It was very successful, and plans
are already in the works for Spring
2023,” Jenke said.
Cole’s parents, siblings and
grandparents were guests, along
with numerous first responders
from the Livingston Volunteer Fire
Department and the Livingston Police Department. They were treated
to a breakfast taco bar with all the
trimmings and a beautiful array of
fresh fruit and pound cake, along
with coffee, juice and water. Dylan
Shannon, a classmate of Cole’s, gave
the prayer.
“Thank you all for coming to the

Kory Thomas Zipperer and
Zachary Davies.
Both the Cities of Corrigan and Livingston cancelled
their elections and declared
the candidates elected because the incumbents all filed
for reelection and drew no
challengers. Those declared
reelected in the City of Corrigan include Mayor Johnna
Lowe Gibson, Bill Safford for
Position 2 and Earlie C. Baldwin for Position 4. Those declared reelected in the City
of Livingston include Mayor
Judy B. Cochran and Aldermen Alan Cook and Marion
A. “Bid” Smith.
Corrigan-Camden, Goodrich and Onalaska Independent School Districts
(ISDs) will hold trustee elec-

ZIPPERER

Continued from page 1A
population is growing. The amount of land
being developed is growing. The number of
businesses setting up shop is growing. My
vision for Onalaska is of a town that takes
advantage of the opportunities this growth
will provide and builds a local economy and
community that flourishes on our terms,
not the terms of outside developers who will
continue to chip away at our potential until

GOODRICH
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Reyes, Rosalie Blackstock in Position 4 and Brenda Bennett’s Position 7 are all running unopposed.
In Position 5, Lydia Merino and
Bobby Bridwell will run. In Position 6, Berenice Merino will challenge Thomas Finger, who took
over the remainder of a term a few
months ago.
This month, Goodrich received
its tax collection report. The total
assessed taxes for 2021 were $1.772
million. Of that amount, around
90% has been collected. Preliminary
taxable values is at $178 million,

EXHIBIT
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This was his sophomore
large-scale, multimedia project–the first being, “India’s
Kumbh Mela,” which premiered at the Museum of the

Cole Overstreet Memorial Breakfast. This is something that we, as
a class, have been planning since
the fall semester,” Ryan McNabb,
another classmate, said. “We are so
thankful for all the first responders
being here and for everything y’all
do for the community.
“And thank you to the family
for being here when we know how
hard this is for y’all and us. It was a
pleasure for all of us to know Cole.
Thank you for helping us honor
him,” McNabb said.
“I want to thank you for the honor
of being here this morning to honor
Cole’s memory. I want you to know
that it affected us,” Livingston Fire

tions on May 7. CorriganCamden ISD will have two
positions on the ballot. Misty
Woodard is running for Position 6 and Michael Woodard is running for Position
7. Goodrich ISD will have
three positions on the ballot.
Tersia Brown is running for
Position 5, Thomas Finger is
running for Position 6 and
Brenda Bennett is running
for Position 7. Onalaska ISD
will have three positions on
the ballot. Brandon Smith is
running for Position 1, Dennis Hodge is running for Position 2 and Ted Wiggins is
running for Position 3.
Big Sandy, Leggett and
Livingston ISDs will hold
their trustee elections in conjunction with the November

we no longer recognize the heart of Lake
Livingston,” Zipperer said, adding, “Another
priority is developing a better relationship
with our county officials to ensure Onalaskans receive the services their taxes pay for,
particularly animal control.
“This is my first time running for elected
office, but I am experienced in the political
realm. I currently serve as a director of the
Republican Club of Polk County, where I was
the primary author of the club’s new bylaws.
I also started the Nancy Palm and James
White Scholarships, manage the club’s social
media and chair the nominating committee

while last year’s number was $140
million, meaning the coming year’s
assessed taxes should see a significant increase. A certified value
will be received July 25.
“July is when we are really going
to get the ball rolling on budget and
taxes,” Goodrich business manager
Kaelin Smith said. “Once we have
our certified appraised value, that’s
when we can really start talking
about what the tax rate is going to
be in August.”
Goodrich Superintendent Daniel
Barton said much has been accomplished in teacher recruitment for
the coming fall.
“Since the last board meeting, we
went to Lamar University and Sam
Houston, doing teacher recruit-

Southwest and followed the
stories of individual pilgrims
to the 2013 Kumbh Mela, the
largest religious pilgrimage in
history. It was accompanied by
Davis’ first short documentary
film, “Cloth Paper Dreams,”
and shared with eight museums, art centers and cultural
centers in Texas.
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8 general election.
There are two proposed
constitutional amendments
that will be on the ballot May
7 and voters will vote “for” or
“against.” The two proposed
constitutional amendments
made were placed on the ballot after being passed by a
two-thirds vote of the Texas
Legislature during its recent
special sessions.
Proposition Number 1
(SJR 2) SJR 2 proposes a
constitutional amendment
authorizing the legislature
to provide for the reduction
of the amount of a limitation on the total amount of
property taxes that may be
imposed for general elementary and secondary public
school purposes on the resi-

BUDGET
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map and implementing a fee
for developers that elect to
use the map for subdivision
applications.
Commissioner will review
and consider personnel action form requests submitted sine the last meeting
and review any authorized
emergency hirings. Commissioners will also consider
action on the FY2022 budget
revisions and amendments
as presented by the county
auditor’s office.
Requests for capital purchases to be paid from the
general fund balance and
included on the FY2022 reimbursement resolution for
the year-end issuance of legally authorized debt include
the following: a courthouse
security request to purchase

tory reduction from the preceding tax year in the maximum compressed rate of the
maintenance and operations
taxes imposed for those purposes on the homestead.”
Proposition Number 2
(SJR 2) SJR 2 proposes a
constitutional amendment
increasing the amount of the
residence homestead exemption from property taxes for
public school purposes from
$25,000 to $40,000.
The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitutional
amendment increasing the
amount of the residence
homestead exemption from
ad valorem taxation for public school purposes from
$25,000 to $40,000.

classroom teacher and currently work for
Livingston ISD Transportation. I am also
a small business owner, with over 10 years
of experience teaching the Texas license
to carry and other firearms courses,” Zipperer said.
“Outside of politics, I raise ducks and
chickens, enjoy yelling at the TV during
Houston Astros games and am a writer who
has won awards in both fiction and nonfiction categories. I’m a proud veteran of the
Marine Corps Reserves where I served as a
repairer/technician on assault amphibious
vehicles,” Zipperer said.

er training has begun over the past
week.
During data digs, teachers go
through the previous tests and
principal Aubrey Vaughan gave a
positive report on that data Thursday. The third graders are making
gradual improvements in math.
Students in fourth and fifth grade
have made “huge improvements,”
according to Vaughan, in math.
A fifth grade bootcamp is already
showing results. Scores in eighth
grade science have also improved.
Social studies for eighth graders
is still a concern. Scores in eighth
grade reading and math have risen to “approaches level,” which
Vaughan said is a lot better than
where the group began.

as our unprecedented need to
preserve it,” Davis said.
He is the recipient of the
2017 Ambassador of the Year
award for the Austin nonprofit Well Aware, which
provides innovative and
sustainable solutions to the
problems of water scarcity
and contamination in Africa.
After quitting his job in
2004 and selling most of
his possessions, Davis went
on a yearlong global soulsearching expedition. Nine
months in, fate intervened
to put him face to face with a
Black Hmong blanket weaver
in the highlands of Northern
Vietnam. It was then that he
captured an image that, unbeknownst to him, would
weave their fates together
and fill him with a new sense
of purpose—to weave the
world a little closer through

tough storms that we go through—
some we create and some we
don’t—but it’s all a part of growing
up and living and I see remarkable
people in this room,” Hawkins said.
“As I look around, I see so many
people who have been a part of great
things. I’ve been through championships and victories and so many
things that are great, but I think the
heart of what we do is the love we
have for each other. The love that
you have for Cole is special. That is
very reassuring for our future. As a
parent, my heart breaks. As a community, I think it’s important we
continue to love on the Overstreet
family,” Hawkins said.

dence homestead of a person
who is elderly or disabled in
order to reflect any statutory
reduction in the maximum
compressed rate of the maintenance and operations taxes
imposed for those purposes
on the person’s homestead
from the preceding tax year.
The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitutional
amendment authorizing the
legislature to provide for
the reduction of the amount
of a limitation on the total
amount of ad valorem taxes
that may be imposed for general elementary and secondary public school purposes
on the residence homestead
of a person who is elderly or
disabled to reflect any statu-

for new officers. This summer, I take office
as the chairman of the 6th precinct for the
Polk County Republican Party and will serve
as a delegate at the Republican State Convention,” he said.
“Previously, I worked as a firearms activist during three Texas legislature sessions, with the crown jewel of my efforts
being the passing of Senate Bill 11 in 2015,
legalizing the carrying of licensed handguns on college campuses. I received my
bachelor’s degree in 2011 from UT Austin
and my masters in 2017 from Sam Houston State University. I spent four years as a

ment, where we picked up about 10
resumes at both. We are just trying
to build our pool of choices. Right
now, teachers hired for 2022-23
school year, we have two positions
that are officially unfilled, but in
reality, we really only have one unfilled position for the coming year
at this time. That is really good.
We are at April 21 and we are full
with full-time teachers. The other
thing that is exciting is they are
not new teachers. They have experience, every one of them. That
gives us a little jump when we
bring teachers on, because they
have training prior and know the
systems. We are excited about
that – very excited.”
Barton said scheduling for teach-

“The purpose of my work
is to serve as a reminder to us
that we are all part of something greater than ourselves.
At a faster rate than ever before, our world is shrinking,
and traditional cultures are at
risk. It is imperative that we
be aware of and respect the
diversity of our planet as well

Chief Corky Cochran said. “You may
think we’re just hard-shelled people
but we’re fathers too. Things happen
and we question our sanity and ask
ourselves why do we do this?
“You youngsters have so much
going on and so many activities and
you take time out of your schedule
to do this. I look at you and I see the
future. I look at you and see policemen, firefighters, doctors, nurses,
teachers and coaches. It makes me
realize why we do what we do,” Cochran said.
Livingston ISD Superintendent
Dr. Brent E. Hawkins agreed.
“I think so much of what Mr.
Cochran said is spot-on. There are

“Slowly but surely, these gaps are
getting filled, and that is very exciting to see,” Vaughan said.
Goodrich ISD has more staff
members training to receive their
CDL, giving the district additional
options for bus drivers.
The district is beginning to install the smartboards that were
purchased with the ESSER funds
collected during the pandemic.
The panels that display classwork
from an instructor’s computer
screen will be hung in each classroom and should take around 30
minutes, with no further assistance required. The remainder
should be installed over the summer, ready for each classroom in
the 2022-23 academic year.

his photography.
Currently a contributing
photographer for National
Geographic/Disney, Davis
was represented by the National Geographic Image
Collection for over a decade.
A fourth-generation Baylor
University alum, he said he
credits an Art Center Waco
gallery talk for inspiring his
current artistic journey. He
has worked his way from
local festivals to international exhibitions and his
works now hang in private
and institutional collections
worldwide.
All pieces from Davis’ collections are printed on archival museum rag paper using
12-color archival pigment
inks, then treated with a protective UV coating to further
protect and maximize the
archivability of the works.

Each piece is hand-signed,
numbered in a limited edition of 50, titled, embossed
and comes with a certificate
of authenticity.
He is currently offering his
latest traveling exhibit, “Oaxacan Gold,” to art centers and
museums around the nation.
“The purpose of this exhibition is to bring awareness to the stunning beauty,
cultural depth and mystical
nature of the great Mexican
state of Oaxaca through an
educational multimedia cultural experience of photography, folk art, textiles, dance
and music,” Davis said.
Art Center Waco is located
at 701 S. 8th St. in Waco. The
phone number is (254)7524371 and the website is artcenterwaco.org. More of
Davis’ work may be seen at
gregdavisphotography.com

four body restraints not to
exceed $1,527; a permits request to purchase two Adobe
licenses not to exceed $936;
and am auditor’s office request to purchase one desktop scanner not to exceed
$1,026.
Items on the consent
agenda include:
• Approve minutes of
April 12 regular meeting;
• Approve schedules of
bills;
• Approve listing of previously authorized capital
purchases to be included on
reimbursement resolution;
• Approve order designating surplus property;
• Receive county auditor’s
monthly report, pursuant
to Local Government Code
Sec. 114.025;
• Approve agreement with
Goodwin, Lasiter and Strong
as engineer for American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) water infrastructure;

Ratify Amendment No. 2
to General Land Office Contract No. 20-065-018-C064
to revise the performance
statement,
budget
and
benchmarks for River Road
and Taylor Lake Road infrastructure projects;
• Approve resolution for
Polk County Special Services
to join the Texas Indigent
Health Care Association; and
• Accept Patrick Leahy
Grant Award for bullet proof
vests for the sheriff ’s office.
During informational reports, the Court will issue a
proclamation declaring April
24-30 as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.
The Court will reconvene
at 1:15 p.m. Tuesday to enter into an executive session
to discuss and consider filling the position of human
resources director. The position is vacant following the
recent resignation of Adrena
Gilbert.
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